Train stop guests
don’t want to leave

Stationmaster’s sets new standard in B&B

Isitaden,isitagamesroom,isita
bar?

Whatever it is, this funky new
space for grown-ups is set to be a hit
with guests staying at the award-
winning Stationmaster’s Residence
in Clare.

The Country Club, complete with
plasma TV, fully-stocked bar, juke-
box, commissioned art and custom-
made sofabeds, is in some contrast to
the original 1913 property — a gra-
cious old stone building famous for
housing generations of Clare Valley
stationmasters, including the
McInerney family.

“When we bought the property
three years ago, there was an ugly
old shed in the backyard,” owner-
manager Christine Jones said.

“We decided to turn it into a ‘party
space’, somewhere for people to kick
back and have fun.

“It’s different to the main house,
which is very much ‘cut crystal and
polished wood’.

“Trouble is, the Country Club is
threatening to steal the show!”

And why ‘Country Club’? “The
Mclnerney kids — and one of them
was Monica McInerney who’s now a
well-known author —held a golftour-
nament.

“They painted a huge sign on the
side of the corrugated iron fence
reading ‘Stationmaster’s Country
Club’. We've got the original photo of
the sign and thought it would be the
perfect name for our new addition...”

Guests can rent the Country Club;

alternatively, two couples who take
rooms in the main house automati-
cally get full use of the space.

Christine said with the addition of
the Country Club, the
Stationmaster’s Residence could
sleep up to 10 people in total — offer-
ing a great way for a group of friends
or family to have a catch-up week-
end.

Local signwriter Liam Uppill was
commissioned to paint a steam train
on the back wall for the dart board
but, due to the quality of the paint-
ing, the dart board plan has been
shelved.

“He’s done such a good job that it’s
too good to throw darts at,” Christine
said.

In keeping with the theme, the
Country Club is also decked out with
plenty of train memorabilia.

Out the back of the Country Club,
there’s a barbecue and weber cov-
ered area so there’s only one final fin-
ishing touch to be added to the
Stationmaster’s Residence — an out-
door 10-person spa tub.

The accolades in the visitor’s book
for the Stationmaster’s Residence
and the Country Club have been
overwhelming but Christine always
follows up each group of guests with
a phone call to seek feedback on the
facilities and service.

“Without question, people just love
it,” Christine said.

She is keen to see her guests
receive all the pampering they need
to make their stay memorable and

While it is decked out for entertainment, the Country Club can easily become another sleeping
area for the Stationmaster’s Residence, complete with its own ensuite.

can organise anything from
gourmet baskets and meals to
limousines and massages. “My
aim is to be the accommodation
of preference in the Clare Valley
for quality and for unique ser-
vice.”

Go to www.thestationmaster
sresidence.com.au or have a
look at Christine’s other proper-
ty at Goolwa,
www.theyellowhouse.com.au

Look out for future episodes
of Channel 7’s Discover pro-
gram to see Christine’s hus-
band, Chris, showing off the
Stationmaster’s  Residence.
Wild Saffron of Clare is also
expected to be on the same pro-
gram.
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